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Abstract

A 40 year old gentleman with a history of right hemiplegia
following superior sagittal sinus thrombosis was evaluated
for stiffness in right hip joint. Plain radiography of pelvis
revealed soft tissue calcification around right hip joint,
suggestive of heterotopic ossification.

For further evaluation of heterotopic ossification, a bone
scintigraphy was asked for, which revealed irregular and
increased tracer accumulation in soft tissues around right hip
joint and in right knee joint. Another finding in bone
scintigraphy was an irregular ring – like area of abnormal
tracer accumulation in right lumbar area which was not
conforming with any bone structure (Fig. 1).

Figure 1

Figure 1: Bone scintigraphy shows evidence of abnormal
tracer accmulation in the soft tissues around left hip joint,
suggestive of heterotopic ossification. There is an irregular
rim of abnormal tracer uptake in the right lumbar region.

It was puzzling since no reason for such a finding could be
thought of. On further interrogation of the patient, the reason
was disclosed; the patient had undergone craniectomy (Fig.
2) in the past and the vault flap was safely deposited in the
abdominal wall (‘safe locker') for future replacement.
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Figure 2

Figure 2: CT scan showing evidence of left frontotemporal
craniectomy.
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