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Abstract

Ferritin is an acute phase reactant and is likely to increase in conditions of infection or inflammation both acute and chronic.
When an ischemic stroke occurs, a state of oxidative stress occurs so that free iron is released. Oligodendrocyte cells form
ferritin to capture free iron ions. High levels of ferritin in stroke patients are associated with poor clinical outcomes. A cross-
sectional analytic observational study from January to May 2019. Information gathering was carried out by taking data from
medical records, neurological physical examinations, NIHSS at admission, and examining serum ferritin levels when patients
entered the hospital. NIHSS was also examined 7 days later. The total subjects of the study were 73 patients consisting of 38
men and 35 women with an average age of 56.11 years. The most common risk factors we found in this study were
hypertension (87.7%) and dyslipidemia (87.7%). The median NIHSS value at entry was 6 (range 1-8). The median NIHSS value
on day 7 was 3 (range 0-12). Median serum ferritin levels at admission were 150.40 ng / mL (range 4.7 - 646.2 ng / mL). There
was a significant correlation between serum ferritin levels with incoming NIHSS (r = 0.250, p = 0.033) and the onset 7-day
NIHSS (r = 0.253, p = 0.031). There was a correlation between serum ferritin level and NIHSS score at the beginning of entry
and the 7th day of onset of acute phase stroke.

INTRODUCTION

The World Health Organization (WHO) defines stroke as a
clinical sign of focal and global cerebral dysfunction that
lasts more than 24 hours or causes death, and is solely
caused by vascular disorders. When an ischemic stroke
occurs, a state of oxidative stress occurs so that free iron is
released. Oligodendrocyte cells respond to the amount of
free iron by forming ferritin, which initially aims to help
bind to free iron and prevent peroxidation. The occurrence of
oxidative stress also damages the blood brain barrier, so that
free iron and free radicals in the plasma can enter the
ischemic area and expand the ischemic area (Bishop GM,
2001)

Ferritin which was originally formed a lot, became a
negative role in the penumbra area. The iron ion in ferritin is
released into the cytoplasm because of the many free
radicals in the area. As a result of cell membrane damage
during ischemic events, ferritin which has lost a lot of iron
will be released from the cytoplasm into the serum. The
wider the ischemic area, the greater the oxidative stress that
occurs and the more ferritin is formed. High levels of ferritin

in stroke patients are associated with poor clinical outcomes
(neurological deficits), this can be seen by the NIHSS
(National Institutes of Health Stroke Scale) score
(Erdemoglu, 2002)

We hypothesize serum ferritin level is related to clinical
outcome of ischemic stroke based on NIHSS score.

METHOD

A Cross-sectional study of acute ischemic stroke from
January 2019 to May 2019 which have been performed head
CT scan without contrast, NIHSS assessment (on admission
and on the 7th day of stroke onset), and serum ferritin levels
were examined on admission <24 hour. Patients with
complications that may interfere with ferritin levels such as
respiratory failure, acute kidney failure, acute myocardial
infarction, acute ischemic limbs, malignancy, blood
disorders (anemia, thalassemia, leukemia, hemophilia), acute
infections, hypothyroidism, family history of excess limb
iron, patients who were also alcohol users, iron supplement
users, had a previous blood transfusion, and menstruation
upon hospital admission were not included in the study.

https://ispub.com/doi/10.5580/IJN.55209


Correlation Between Ferritin Level Serum And Clinical Outcome On Acute Ischemic Stroke

2 of 5

Statistics was calculated with Spearman rank test using IBM
SPSS Statistics for Windows, version 25.0 (IBM Corp.,
Armonk, N.Y., USA). p<0.05 was considered statistically
significancy, r squared is calculated for correlation.

RESULTS

There were 73 patients who had CT head scans 24 hours
after stroke onset and serum ferritin levels within 24 hours
after admission. Fifty-two point one percent are men and
47.9% are women. The average age is 56.11 years (range 21
to 78). The most common risk factors we found in this study
were hypertension (87.7%) and dyslipidemia (87.7%). (table
1)

Table 1

Characteristic of research subjects

The median NIHSS value at entry is 6 (range 1-8). The
median ASPECT score is 8 (range 5-9). The median value of
NIHSS on the 7th day of admission is 3 (range 0-12).
Median serum ferritin levels at admission were 150.40ng /
mL (range 4.7 - 646.2 ng / mL). All of this data is listed in
table 2.

Table 2

Distribution of ferritin and NIHSS

Table 3 shows the relationship between serum ferritin levels
and NIHSS. There was a weak positive correlation between
serum ferritin levels at admission and NIHSS at admission (r
= 0.250; p = 0.033) and on the 7th day after stroke onset (r =
0.253; p = 0.031).

Table 3

Bivariat analysis ferritin level serum and NIHSS

DISCUSSION

Ferritin is present in most body cells in the form of cytosolic
proteins. Ferritin in serum contains mostly iron and is
believed to be glycosylated. Ferritin is secreted by
hepatocytes, macrophages, and Kupffer cells (Wang et al,
2010).

Extracellular ferritin functions as an iron carrier capable of
carrying up to 4,500 iron atoms, but in general each ferritin
contains only 1,000 - 1,500 iron atoms. Extracellular ferritin
requires receptors on the cell surface to bind. Specific cells
bound to ferritin include liver cells, oligodendrocytes,
enterocytes, and erythroid precursor cells (Kell DB, 2014).

The bond between extracellular ferritin and receptors on the
surface plays an important role in the pathway of iron
delivery in the brain. Iron itself is needed by
oligodendrocytes to produce myelin. Ferritin H receptors on
the surface of oligodendrocyte cells take ferritin by
endocytosis (Wang et al, 2010).

Strokes cause an increase in superoxide free radicals, so the
amount of iron ions in the cytosol increases during oxidative
stress. Free iron in the cell or the so-called labile iron pool
(LIP) becomes a sensor for homeostastic iron in the cell.
When the iron in LIP increases, iron acts as a source of iron
for the Fenton reaction. The brain's oxygen demand
increases when ischemia occurs, resulting in an increase in
the need for iron transport and its use in certain areas. The
exact source and form of iron ions released during cerebral
ischemia have not yet been fully identified. There are several
possible disorders of iron balance in the brain after ischemic
stroke, including interruption in transferrin, ferritin, or
transitional iron ions (Selim EH, 2004)

Although the mechanism is unclear, it is thought that the
decomposition activity of iron-containing proteins in
lysosomes plays a role in the removal of iron ions. Iron can
be released from its binding with storage proteins in the
brain in the event of hypoxic conditions (Sorrond, 2000)
These free iron ions will oxidize fat in the cell membrane
and provoke an inflammatory response and glutamate
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excitotoxicity (Selim EH, 2004; Choi KH et al. , 2012)

We hypothesize that there is a correlation between iron
levels with a pathophysiological mechanism that leads to
neuronal injury and the level of infarction and penumbra
area after ischemic stroke. The level of infarction and the
penumbra area is related to the severity of neurological
deficits. We found a positive correlation between serum
ferritin levels at admission and NIHSS in this study.

In cerebrovascular disease, the presence of superoxide
oxygen radicals increases the amount of iron in the cytosol
by releasing iron from ferritin (Carbonell, 2007; Sorrond,
2000; Selim KH, 2004). Hypoxia-ischemic state induces
expression of ferritin in oligodendrocytes and microglia
(Bishop GM, 2001). When oxidative stress occurs, the
formation of ferritin will increase (Carbonell, 2007).

Most of the stimulus associated with inflammation will
cause an increase in ferritin production. This is related to
high levels of nitric oxide (NO) which will encourage the
formation of ferritin indirectly (Arosio, 2002).

High levels of iron in cells are toxic to the cells themselves.
This free iron can start and spread lipid peroxidation so that
the cell membrane is disturbed. The disrupted cell membrane
causes cellular edema which ultimately causes damage to
neuronal cells (Carbonell et al, 2007)

To overcome the excess intracellular iron, the body has
several defenses, one of which is by forming a reservoir for
free iron, because there are not many superoxide dismutase
enzymes in the central nervous system that can clean up free
radicals (Frosch MP, 2015). The main iron reservoir in cells
is ferritin (Lo EH, 2003)

High levels of intracellular iron encourage ferritin mRNA to
be translated into ferritin. However, when ischemic occurs,
ferritin that has formed will be degraded due to the presence
of peroxide and ferritin will enter the bloodstream due to
blood-brain barrier damage (Sacco et al, 2013; Carbonell et
al, 2007)

In this study, a weak positive correlation was obtained
between serum ferritin levels and NIHSS score at the time
the patient was first admitted to the hospital (r = 0.250, p =
0.033). This result is in line with many previous studies.
Davalos et al in 1994 showed that high serum ferritin levels
in the first 24 hours since the onset of a stroke were
associated with a poor prognosis. Studies in 2015 and 2016
in Kanpur and Vellore, India show that serum ferritin levels

have a significant positive correlation with NIHSS and
Canadian Stroke Scale (CSS) when patients are hospitalized
(Gracia YI, 2012). Erdemoglu and Ozbakir have compared
serum ferritin levels and lesion areas based on their
visualization on CT-scan (small lesions with a diameter of
5mm, large lesions covering one vascular region, or medium
lesions in between) and CSS scores in 2002. This study
shows that there was a positive correlation between serum
ferritin levels and lesion levels, and the severity of
neurological deficits. In patients with extensive lesions,
serum ferritin levels were higher (378.4 ± 51.2 ng.mL)
compared to the area of moderate lesions (209.0 ± 33.9
ng.mL) and small lesions (146.7 ± 20 , 8 ng.mL). All of this
research shows that serum ferritin is an objective marker of
neurological deficits in patients with acute ischemic stroke.

The NIHSS assessment on day 7 since the onset of a stroke
is a sensitive assessment method for determining the
prognosis in patients with acute stroke according to Kerr, et
al. There are no studies comparing day 7 of a NIHSS stroke
with serum ferritin levels. The NIHSS score on day 7 in this
study had a weak positive correlation with serum ferritin
levels. The higher the serum ferritin level, the higher the
NIHSS score. These results indicate that serum ferritin levels
at the time the patient is hospitalized can be one of the
benchmarks for assessing patient outcomes.

The limitation of this study is the absence of data on serum
ferritin levels before the onset of a stroke. This situation is
one of the weaknesses in this study because it is not known
for certain whether serum ferritin levels in these patients
increased, were equal, or even decreased during the event of
a stroke.

CONCLUSION

Based on this study, serum ferritin levels can describe the
level of neurological deficits of acute ischemic stroke
patients on admission and day 7 after the onset of a stroke.
This can be an objective value for doctors in determining the
severity of neurological deficits in stroke patients. The
doctor also needs to consider if the patient has a disease or
other condition that causes an increase in serum ferritin, then
the serum ferritin level cannot be used as an objective value
for the patient's neurological deficit.

References

1. Arosio P, Levi S. Ferritin, Iron Homeostasis, and
Oxidative Damage. Free Radical Biology and Medicine.
2002;33:457-63.
2. Bishop GM, Robinson SR. Quantitative Analysis of Cell
Death and Ferritin Expression in Response to Cortical Iron:



Correlation Between Ferritin Level Serum And Clinical Outcome On Acute Ischemic Stroke

4 of 5

Implications for Hypoxia-Ischemia and Stroke. Brain
Research. 2001;907(175-187).
3. Boehme AK, Esenwa C, Elkind MSV. Stroke Risk
Factors, Genetics, and Prevention. Circulation.
2017;120:472-95.
4. Carbonell T, Rama R. Iron, Oxidative Stress and Early
Neurological Deterioration in Ischemic Stroke. Current
Medicinal Chesmistry. 2007;14:857-74.
5. Choi KH, Park MS, Kim JT, Nam TS, Choi SM, Kim BC,
et al. The Serum Ferritin Level is An Important Predictor of
Hemorrhagic Transformation in Acute Ischaemic Stroke.
European Journal of Neurology. 2012;19:570-7.
6. Davalos A, Fernandes-Real JM, Ricart W, Soler S, Molins
A, Planas E, et al. Iron-Related Damage in Acute Ischemic
Stroke. Stroke. 1994;25:1543-6.
7. Egovindarajulu K, Maaran AT, Prathiba P, Saiprashanth
PR. A Study on Prognostic SIgnificance of Serum Ferritin in
Patients with Acute Ischemic Stroke. IOSR-JDMS.
2016;15(10):31-9.
8. Endres M, Dimagl U, Moskowitz MA. The Ischemic
Cascade and Mediators of Ischemic Injury. Handbook of
Clinical Neurology: Elsevier; 2008. p. 31-41.
9. Erdemoglu AK, Ozbakir S. Serum Ferritin Levels and
Early Prognosis of Stroke. European Journal of Neurology.
2002;9:633-7.
10. Fraser PA. The Role of Free Radical Generation in
Increasing Cerebrovascular Permeability. Free Radic Biol
Med. 2011;51(5):967-77.
11. Frosch MP, Anthony DC, Girolami UD. The Central
Nervous System. In: Kumar V, Abbas AK, Aster JC, editors.
Robbins and Cotran Pathologic Basis of Disease. 9th ed.
Philadelphia: Elsevier; 2015. p. 1263-4.
12. Garcia-Yebenes I, Sobrado M, Moraga A, Zarruk JG,
Romera VG, Pradillo JM, et al. Iron Overload, Measured as
Serum Ferritin, Increases Brain Damage Induced by Focal
Ischemia and Early Reperfusion. Neurochemistry
International. 2012;61(1354-1369).

13. Harrison PM, Arosio P. The ferritins: molecular
properties, iron storage function and cellular regulation.
Biochimica et Biophysica Acta. 1996;1275(3):161-203.
14. Kell DB, Pretorius E. Serum Ferritin is An Important
Inflammatory Disease Marker, As It Is Mainly A Leakage
Product From Damaged Cells. Metallomics. 2014;6:748.
15. Kerr DM, Fulton RL, Lees KR. Seven-day NIHSS is a
sensitive outcome measure for exploratory clinical trials in
acute stroke: evidence from the Virtual International Stroke
Trials Archive. Stroke. 2012;43(5):1401-3.
16. Kidane TZ, Sauble E, Linder MC. Release of Iron from
Ferritin Requires Lysosomal Activity. Am J Physiol Cell
Physiol. 2006;291:C445-C55.
17. Lefnefsky EJ. Tissue iron overload and mechanism of
iron-catalyzed oxidative injury. Adv Exp Med Biol.
1994;366:129-46.
18. Lo EH, Dalkara T, Moskowitz MA. Mechanism,
Challenge And Opportunities in Stroke. Neuroscience.
2003;4:399-411.
19. Pankaj P, Das M, Singh MK. Association Between Level
of Serum Ferritin and Outcome of Patients of Stroke. Journal
of Evolution of Medical and Dental Sciences.
2015;4(12):2023-36.
20. Sacco RL, Kasner SE, Broderick JP, Caplan LR,
Connors JJB, Culebras A, et al. An Updated Definition of
Stroke for the 21st Century. Stroke. 2013;44:2064-89.
21. Selim MH, Ratan RR. The Role Of Iron Neurotoxicity in
Ischemic Stroke. Ageing Research Reviews. 2004;3:345-53.
22. Sorond FA, Ratan RR. Ironing-out Mechanism of
Neuronal Injury Under Hypoxic-Ischemic Conditions and
Potential Role of Iron Chelators as Neuroprotective Agents.
Antioxid Redox Signal. 2000;2:421-36.
23. Wang W, Knovich MA, Coffman LG, Torti FM, Torti
SV. Serum Ferritin: Past, Present and Future. Biochim
Biophys. 2010;1800:760-9.
24. Xing C, Arai K, Lo EH, Hommel M. Pathophysiologic
Cascades in Ischemic Stroke. International Journal of Stroke.
2012;7(5):378-85.



Correlation Between Ferritin Level Serum And Clinical Outcome On Acute Ischemic Stroke

5 of 5

Author Information

Lisda Amalia
Neurology Department, Medical Faculty Universitas Padjadjaran – Dr. Hasan Sadikin General Hospital
Bandung, Indonesia

Dwi Wahyuni
Neurology Department, Medical Faculty Universitas Padjadjaran – Dr. Hasan Sadikin General Hospital
Bandung, Indonesia


