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Abstract
We report here an interesting case of fish fin spine injury causing ulnar paresthesia. To our knowledge, this is the first described
case in the medical literature. Various aspects of such unusual injuries are discussed in this report.

INTRODUCTION

Figure 1

Penetrating injury by fish fins is not uncommon and often
overlooked as they are usually considered harmless.
However, many such injuries are of clinically significance
because of the possibility of injuring significant structures
and potential to cause infection. The reported case of ulnar
paresthesia following fish fin injury is being highlighted for
its rarity and discussion pertaining to the management of
such injuries.

X-ray demonstrated a radio-opaque spicule like structure in
lower third of right forearm on the ulnar aspect

CASE REPORT
A 32 year-old male presented to us with foreign body
sensation in right lower forearm with paresthesia of ring and
little finger of one day duration. The patient was on
recreational fishing activity and sustained injury with a fish
fin spine while removing fish from the fish hook. Physical
examination revealed three puncture marks on lower third of
ulnar aspect of right forearm. There was no neuro-vascular
deficit distally and the hand functions were normal. The Xray demonstrated a radio-opaque spicule like structure in
lower third of right forearm on the ulnar aspect. (Figure 1)

The wound was explored under local anesthesia and sedation
under microscopic magnification and fin spine was removed
in toto.The length of the spicule was found to be 1.4 cm with
maximum girth of 3 mm. (Figure 2)
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Figure 2

The length of the spicule was found to be 1.4 cm with
maximum girth of 3 mm

Thorough irrigation of the wound was done and the wound
was left open to heal secondarily. The patient recovered
immediately from paresthesia and was discharged on oral
prophylactic antibiotic therapy.

DISCUSSION
Fishing is a common recreational sport around the globe.
Though considered a harmless sport it can often be
associated with various injuries. The injuries can range from
trivial to significant depending upon the etiological factors,
mode of injury, site of injury, environment and time of
presentation.
Most of the clinically significant injuries from the fishes
while fishing are because of the stings and envenomations.
They are usually associated with excruciating pain and
swelling of the affected site. They also have potential to
cause infections. Rarely can they lead to severe systemic
morbidity and often death of the victim. The treatment of
these injuries usually involves cleansing of the wound and
immersion of the wounded extremity in hot water (45
degrees C) which inactivates the venom and helps in pain
control.1 Supplementary analgesia, broad-spectrum
antibiotics and tetanus prophylaxis are also recommended.1
Specific antivenom is indicated for severe envenomations
with systemic symptoms. Complicated wounds may require
surgical debridement.
Many fish species have spines on the dorsal and pectoral fins
which are used
in defense against predators. These fish fin spines are
bonified structures and are often sharp and long enough to
cause severe penetrating trauma. Unusual cases of
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myocardial perforation and radial artery tears have been
described in the literature.2,3 In the present case, the fin
spine entered deep in the extremity and endangered the ulnar
nerve leading to paresthesia. Such injuries emphasize the
importance of careful evaluation of any such injury. All the
penetrating wounds with a foreign body sensation need to be
thoroughly assessed. The presence of foreign body, pain and
unusual symptoms is an indication for exploration and
should promptly be treated with complete removal of the
retained spine followed by copious saline irrigation. The
attempt for removal should not be delayed as later the
ensuing fibrosis can make the removal difficult. Primary
closure of the wound should be delayed till the risk of
infection is over.
Plain radiography is useful in visualizing and locating
spicule/other radio opaque
foreign bodies. Ultrasonography can be helpful for localizing
radiolucent foreign bodies. The CT and MRI may rarely be
required. These penetrating injuries are also at high risk of
developing acute soft tissueinfections.4, 5, 6
The important reason is that sea, lakes, and streams harbors
variety of microbes including Vibrio species,
Acrimonieshydrophila, Pseudomonas, Plesiomonas species,
Erysipelothrix rhusiopathiae, or Mycobacterium
marine.7,8,9 Failure to acknowledge the polymicrobial
nature complicates the outcome. Hence, institution of early
broad-spectrum antibiotic therapy is warranted. Tetanus
prophylaxis is also necessary if history of immunization is
absent or not complete.

CONCLUSION
A fish fin spine can cause significant injury and is a potential
health risk that needs to be recognized. Casual management
of such innocuous looking injuries should strongly be
discouraged and the patients should be referred to
specialized surgical units for the management.

References
1. Lee JY, Teoh LC, Leo SP. Stonefish envenomations of
the hand--a local marine hazard: a series of 8 cases and
review of the literature. Ann Acad Med Singapore. 2004;
33(4):515-20.
2. Haddad V, de Souza RA, Auerbach PS. Marine catfish
sting causing fatal heart perforation in a fisherman.
Wilderness 2008; 19(2):114-8.
3. Ferlic RJ, Bonatz E, Robbin ML.Radial artery injury from
a catfish sting. Am J Orthop. 2003; 32(8):412-4.
4. D. A. Hudson and T. M. de Chalain. Hand infections
secondary to fish bone injuries. Ann R Coll Surg Engl 1994;
76: 99-101.
5. McNamara DR, Zitterkopf NL, Baddour LM. A woman
with a lesion on her finger and bacteremia. Clin Infect Dis.

An Unusual Foreign Body In The Forearm: A Case Report
2005 Oct 1; 41(7):1005-6, 1057-8.
6. Imberg R, Potasman I, Weissman Y, Grupper M. Hand
infections following penetrating fish fins or bones injuries
(FFBI): a large, hospital based, retrospective study.
Infection. 2008; 36 (6):565-9.
7. Murphey DK, Septimus EJ, Waagner DC. Catfish-related
injury and infection: report of two cases and review of the
literature. Clin Infect Dis.1992; 14(3):689-93.

3 of 4

8. Greer E. Noonburg. Management of Extremity Trauma
and Related Infections Occurring in the Aquatic
Environment. J Am Acad Orthop Surg, 13(4), 2005,
243-253.
9.Chang-Chien CH, Ding HT, Liu C, Yang CS. Vibrio
infection associated with finning injury of the hand. Injury.
2007; 38(5):614-8.

An Unusual Foreign Body In The Forearm: A Case Report

Author Information
Sanjay Saraf, Dr, MBBS, MS (Gen Surg), MCh. (Plastic Surgery), DNB (Plastic Surgery), FACS, FRCS (Glasg)
Dept. of Reconstructive Plastic and Aesthetic Surgery NMC Specialty Hospital
Al Nahada, Dubai, U.A.E.

4 of 4

